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R F.MARKS 

This is . full and timely response .o ,he Examine, '* ° ffi " Aa '°" 

m ,i,ed Dec. 5. 200, Reconsideration of the presen.ly pending amended cla.ms „ 

respectfully requested. 

Upon en.ryof,he amendment this response, claims 1-2, 

pre se„, application, .n response ,o me restriction retirement. Cairns ■ - - I are elected 
„„hou, traverse, and cla,ms, 2-21 are wnhdrawn from consideranon C.a,m S . . 

a „d ,0 are amended These amendments are specifically described hereinafter I. ,. 

believed that .he foregoing amendments add no new mane, ,o the presen, application. 
The amendments in the specification are made merely to correct minor 

grammatical informalities and to maintain consistent teimmology For ,ns,ance. on p 7, 
the term "sub-panel slots" has been changed ,0 "cut-out ,7 areas" to mamt.in consistency 
at the term "cut-out" used throughout the specification The cl„ms have been amended 
,o correct grammatical informalities, to conform to the terminology used throughout the 
specification, and to further limit the presen. invention in order to emphasize the 
differences between the present invention and .he prior art 

Rmp y.e.T n HlV" Rejection* I Mr. 1< US.C, I ta 

Claims 1-9 have been rejected under .« U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
.W« « al. (U.S. Paten, No. 6.086.4 15) Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection 
on the grounds that the reference does no. teach all of the elements of claim 1 . as 

amended. 

With respect u> amended d a im . as it is now presented in the present application, 
the reference to SancHez el al does not include the limitation of "« plurality ofsut- 
panels" instead, So**** « al. disclose a single panel 22, as opposed to a plurality of 
sub-par*.*, connected to the main panel 24 Since the single pane. 22 of Sane He : „ al. 
extends aJongthe entire length of the main pane. 24, it would be impossible for «< 
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„, „ accommodate add.tionai sub-pane, S on the main pan., .V~*« * «< *« - 
.each „, even su BS «, ,he - of of sub-punuls" » U now * *- . 

Furthermore. ,SW~ •« -I *~ ■« * lim ' ta "° n *" "~* "**"*' 

_ ««» . — « — ' CUm ' amende " l ° fUr,h " r 

d.stineuish .he present mvcnt.on over the pnor ,r, by ,ndudi„ S «. hmitauon, a S « 
described in the specficat.on and drawing w,,h respect to .he receptees 3 5 <F lK 2) and 
respective attaching means 59, 6°, 79, .9. 99, ,09. and 1 ,9 of the sub-paneis shown in 
Flgs , ,,, Srnce the one panel 22 „fW* « *>■ W~ - " f »~* "''^ 

main pane, 24, i, would be .rnpossible fo, Smdm .. * «» accommodate addihona! sub- 
panels, wherein W «•» » " 
Applicants believe tha, claim .. as amended, ,s not anticipated by Sanolm, m aL and is 

allowable over the prior art of record 

Applicants deem claims 2-9 to be allowable for at least the reasons stated above 
with respect to claim 1, from which these claims depend either directly or indirectly. 
Furthermore, claims 2-9 contain limitations which further distinguish the present 
application from the prior art,. For instance, claims 3 and 4 compose a bottom support 
and a top support, respectively, each of which provides 'support for the main panel on 
the rack, » Sanchez et al. does not describe a top or bottom support for providing support 
for the main panel. 

Furthermore, Sanchez et al. fails to disclose a means for removably securing that 
turther comprises a «<hrea<le<l suture " as claimed in dependent claim 7, since S*,*h** 
et al. instead indicates that the engagement members 38 and 40 of the panel 22 is engaged 
With th, element flanges of main panel 24. There ,s no indication in the reference to 
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the securing means having a thread >'™< " w 

the 35 U.S C 102(e) rejection be withdrawn. 

With the arrangement of the embodiment shown in Fin. 2 of the present 
ap p,ic.,,on, ,, is possrble to attach up to e,gh, sub-pane,s ., a ,,me to the main 
With thts arrangement, it is posstble to have different types of connector, passing through 
,„e cut-outs, thereby saving space on the face of the rack for other equipment 


niMnnq T" "ln-~ |"i~-ri ""« """" 35 U.S.CUg 

Clatms 10-11 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as betng unpatentable 
ever - a,. (U.S. Patent No 6,0*6.4,5, Apphcan.s respectf* traverse th.s 

rejection on the grounds tha, W« « «< "Oes not teach o, su g8 es, Carms 10 and 1 1 as 
amended. Furthermore, Caims ,0 and M are believed to be .Uowable over the pr.or ar, of 
record for a, leas, the reasons mentioned above wtth respect ,0 claim 1 , from wh.ch c.atms 
10 and 11 depend. 

Regarding clarms 10 and 1 1, .V»**x «< «* *>- ™" ««* « "«~ "* 

pane>s having ». ~ " '» *— " » » * °' 

sub -p.„e ls as mentioned above There ,s no teachtng in the reference to .Wx « * 
t „a, would suggest tha, the reference could be altered ,n any way to accommodate a 
plurality of sub-panels Thus, ., * *h » ««* or suggest not only a plurahty 

„f sub-panels, bu, also each sub-pane, (or any panel, for that matter, having MO 
Mrtta! — " It »ould no. reaso„ab,y follow tha, e, a,, would bene,,, Iter, 

such a 1*4 markmg area since the pane, 22 is no, even visible ,hrough the main pane, 24 
Furthermore, W« .» <rf would have no need fo, a label mark.ng are, since - 
a , does no, teach each respective sub-pane, supporting a <•»*«*. 
maMm .- Without sub-pane, S supporting respective connectors. «/• 
have no need for a "late, Mrtfaf area to M» ** «-»**■ «" 
connectors" as is claimed in amended claim ,0 
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ApltotS W« that - «/. «* *. P*» - 

^ z„< *- - » - :T - r; r :::: 

believed that the claims as amended are now 

that Examiner kindly pass this application to issuance 


roMriUSION 

ln hght of the foregoing amendments and for at least the reasons set forth above. 

: S that all reject.ons have been traversed, and that the now 


Applicant respectfully submits 
pending elected claims 1-11 are 
allowance of the present application and all pen 


condition for allowance. 


Favorable reconsideration and 


and all pending claims are hereby courteously 


requested. If, in the opinion of the Examiner 
examination of this matter, the Examiner is in 
933-9500. 


, a telephonic conference would expedite the 
vited to call the undersigned attorney at (770) 



Reg. No. 36,934 


THOMAS, KAYDEN, 
HORSTEMEVER & RISLEY, UUP. 
Suite 1750 

1 00 Galleria Parkway N . W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
(770) 933-9500 


I hereby certify ihal this correspondence is feed I to: 
Assistant Conun.ssio.ier for Patents, Washington D C, 
2D23L on • 


FAX T-OPY RECEIVED 
MAR 5 - 2002 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 


Signature 
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The follows i* » .narked up vers.on of. he amended S pec,f 1C a„on: 

Hease rep la « .he paragraph s.ar,n g on p. 2. ft. 2 ** .he following «*«H- 

paragraph. , 
The present invention provides an apparatus and method for proving [an] a 

modular system interface. The apparatus ut.hzes a main panel that is configured to be 
attachable to a rack and includes at least one sub-pane, slot At least one sub-panel ,s 
configured to be attachable to the main panel through the sub-panel slot, and the at least 
one sub-panel supports a predetermined connector 

Please replace the paragraph starting on p. 2, line 12 with the following substitute 
paragraph: 

The present invention can al S o be viewed as providing methods for providing a 
method for [a"! a "nodular System interface. In this regard, one embodiment of such a 
method, among others, can be broadly summarized by the fol.owmg steps ( ! ) providing a 
nuun pane, configured to be attachable to a rack and including [of] at least one sub-pane, 
slot; and (2) providing at least one sub-pane, configured to be attachable to the mam pane, 
in the sub-panel slot, wherein the at least one sub-panel supports a predetermined 
connector. 

Please replace the paragraph starting on p. 7, line 19 with the following substitute 

paragraph: 


A-l 
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Unrated ,n FIG 2 is a perspecve v,ew of an examp.e of . ma,n panel 3 , of the 
modu.ar system in.erf.ce 30 of the present inven„on The modu,ar system interface 30 of 
lhc present invention compnses a number of bo,,-,n sub-panels t h a, w„, a„ow a,mos, any 
typ e of connector to be mounted ,n the man, pane, 3 , for access ,o standard and custom 
f, xtu re resources The sub-pane,s w„, allow for resource expansion ,f input/outpu, 
retirements change Unused (sub-pane, s.ots, - * 

a fi „er sub-pane,. A feed-thresh ho,e 36 is »,so present in [this] Ourt. pane, 3, to 
prov.de for easy pass-through of cab,es tha, cannot unlize a standardised connector in the 
sub-panel assembly 

„ <a lin^ 1 \ with the following substitute 
Please replace the paragraph starting on p. 8, line \ 1 witn 

paragraph; 

,„us,r,.ed in FIG. 3 ,s a perspecve view of an example of a dua, DB9 connector 
sub-panel assemb,y 50 The dua, DB9 connector sub-pane, assemb.y 50 cons,s.s of. dual 
DB9 sub-panel 5 , that include, a [cutout] m^l f°t the two DB9 connectors 52. 
Illustrated is a male connector, however, it is contemplated by the inventors that any type 
of DB° connector. ma,e or female, may be used in order to attach the DBS connector 52 
to the dual DB9 sub-panel 5 1, a ,ock,ng or an.i-rotation washer 53, hexnu. 54 and jack 
screw 55 are ut.li.ed The screw 55 is inserted into the dua, DB9 sub-pane, 5 1 through a 
support hole in .he DB9 connector 52 to enable .he washer 53 and hexnu, 54 to be 
[fasten] itoad ,„ the screw 55. The dua, DB9 sub-pane, assemb,y 50 is then connected 
,„ ,he mam pane, 3 1 of the modular system interface 30 of the present .nvenuon, utilizing 
the attachtng means 59 The attaching means 59 may be a ho,e for a screw, snap-chp or 


FILE No. 331 Q3/05 '02 16:52 I D : THHS/KDEN/HSMYR/RSLY FAX: PAGE 14 

- ■ o o 


other type of attach™ means to -able the dual DB» sub-pane, assembiy SO ,0 be 
„,aehed to the mam panel 3 1 of the modular system interface 30 

„ r, in ime 7 with the following substitute 
Please replace the paragraph starting on p. 10. line 7 witn 

paragraph; . 
Unrated in FIG, 7 is a perspective view of an example of a 4 BNC sub-panel 

assembly 90. The example of the 4 BNC sub-panel a S semb.y 90 includes a 4 BNC sub- 
panel [assembly] 9 1 with four [cutouts] M for accepting a BNC connector 92. The 
BNC connector 92 is attached to the 4 BNC sub-panel 9, utilizing washers 93 and 
nexnuts 94 The 4 BNC sub-panel assembly 90 is connected to the main pane. 3 1 of the 
modular system interface 30 and uti.izes two vertical.y adjacent sub-panel cutouts 37 
(PIG. 2) on the main pane. 3 1 of the modular system mterface 30. The 4 BNC sub-pane, 
assembly 90 is then connected to the main pane. 3 1 of the modu.ar system interface 30 of 
the present invention, utilizing the attaching means 90. The attaching means 99 may be a 
hole for a screw, snap-clip or other type of attaching means to enable the 4 BNC sub- 
panel assembly 90 to be attached to the main panel 3 , of the modular system interface 30 
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The following is a marked-up version of the amended claims: 

1 . (Amended) [An] A modular system interface [,] comprising: 

a m ain panel configured to be attachable to a rack and including [of at least one sub- 

panel slot] ^""llitY "f "»t-outs: and 

[at least one sub-panel] -^^^M^ configured to be attachable to the 
ma, pane, [through the sub-panel s.ot], where, [the at least one] e^h sub-pane, uuuooi. 
^^^^^jnd supports a respecnye predetermined connector 

2. (Amended) The modular system interface of claim I , wherein the mam panel 

further comprises: 

[an access slot that provides easy] ajeedjhrc^^ 

to allow pass-through of a cable. 

8. (Amended) The modular system interface of claim 1 . wherein [the] ease sub-panel 

further comprises: 

[an] aUeaslone connector access [slot] a*** configured to support the asnectiye 
predetermined connector. 
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(AO-W) The ri* «~n ' • ttHel SUb ' Pa " C ' 

farther comprises; 

means for attaching to the main panel 


,0, (tended) The modular ,«erf.ce ., w h ere,n [me] ^sub-p^ 

turther comprises: 

a label mrting area to identify the o^ectwe predetermined connector 
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